
January 30, 1961 

Dr. Nlcolai 0. laruralinskl 
Academy of Sciences, U.S.S.R. 
6. Jalurhrkava ul., 33 
t40scaw, U.S.S.R. 

Dear Doctor ierusal imski: 

As biologists from rll parts of the world have frequently stated, it 
is of the utmost Importance to explore every posslbllity of International 
cooperation in scI*ncs. One of the most relevant areas for doing this to 
in the biological exploration of planets, tie feel that wa have not hod an 
adequate opportunity to discuss the basic problems in this area and would 
like to encourage every constructive measure that would make this possible. 

As you know, our countries have adhered to CDSPFR as an important channel 
of camunication ln space research. Dr. Porter, who is the delegate to 
COSPAR from the U. 5. National Academy of Sciences has asked am to assist 
him in formulating proposals for ways and means of improving cetmunicstfcm. 
There will be another meeting of COSPAR, Ibblieve In Florence, ttaly, In 
mid-April and it would be advantageous to have some concrete proposn’is 
ready for the disposition of the CDSPAR executive at that time. There 4s 
still some uncertainty as to whether I will be able to attend that meeting 
myself; I would definitely make a greater effort to do so if there wre a 
prospect of a discussion with you or your collewgues on issues of planetary 
biological investigation or on plans for more defintte dlscuss~ons later M. 
If you could let me know your own views tn thts mstter, It would therefore 
be very helpful in makIn my own plans whether to undertake that trip In 
Aprtl. 

One suggestion that has been discussed In the Cumlttea of the Space 
Science Board of the National Academy of Sciences of which I am a member, 
is to minimize the number of new meetings of sctentlsts interested In 
space research. Instead, COSPAR might sponsor smaller discussions in fields 
of special interests in connection with other scientlf ic conferencas. Among 
other valuesI this procedure would have the advsntege of securlng addItiona 
interest and attendance on the part of scientists who Mwld not new be 
willing to make a special trip to an international meeting &voted solely to 
spsce science problems. For example, the forthcoming meetings of the 
Intornirticmsl Union of Pure and Applied Physics (IUPAP) in Japan fn 
September 1961 and the International Congress of Biochemistry In Hoscow in 
August 1961 night be appropriate occesIo~s for CDS?AR-sponsored meetings or 
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discussions on spoco rctonce topics. In portIeulor, I would llko to ask your 
views, and of cwrso those of your colleoguos, on the feosiblllty of a 
sosston cm space btology in connection with tho Diochomlstry Congross to bo 
hold in August. At this late date, it might be impossible to lmpose upon the 
time set asido for the roguler actlvitios of tho Congress that have already 
bew~ planned; howovor, it mtght bo possible to arrange for tho mooting to be 
held on the day bofon or tho day after the regular Congress sosslons. If 
your reaction to this proposal wore a fovoroblo one, I would cortoinly support 
a proposal that COSPAR toka the initiative in ccwsponsoring a meeting at 
that occasion. Such an arron~emont would bo especially advantageous for 
biologists: at the rrgulrr meetings of COSPAR, for example, the one hold at 
Nice last JmuafyI there was ‘very little that would attract tho professlone? 
interests of most biologists or tiochemfsts. Constructive activity along 
these 1 ines mc81mrl ly requi ras the support of scientists from both our 
countries and I hope that the circumstances are appropriate for a favorable 
r*actiwl from you. Needless to say, I would be very happy to hear of any 
other proposals thot would be a step in the SQRI direction. 

Yours sineeroly, 

Joshua Lederbery 
Professor of Genet ies 

cc: Dr. Porter 
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